“Antisemitism is a not a breakaway territory in the mainland of modernity; nor is
its illogical aberration. Whether we like it or not, but the unpleasant truth is that
antisemitism is a significant and inescapable part of modernity. By no means
were demonization of the Jews and the charge of maleficium for their supposed
collective participation in occult evil just a marginal trait in Christian Europe.
Incredible as it sounds, it was its substantial and essential feature which did not
contradict the greatest cultural and intellectual accomplishments of medieval
and Renaissance Europe. The same may be said about modern antisemitism
which was practiced in the most civilized European societies and sophisticated
scholarly circles. Antisemitism did not deny the modern project with its promises
of equality, pursuit of happiness, just society, and better life. Likewise, modernity
did not deny antisemitism until the Catastrophe of Humanity which we know as
the Holocaust.
Perhaps this is one of the reasons why Clemens Heni, in his profound and
painstaking study, aptly describes antisemitism as a specific, strange, awkward,
and paradoxical phenomenon, which departs from our modern sensibilities and
fails us as human beings, which leaves us devastated, disenchanted, yet which
stays… It is still there whatever we say and whatever we do. It changes its forms
over time, it walks in disguise as an honest and liberal criticism of Israel, it
masquerades as a perfectly legitimate and consistent fight for human rights, it
lends itself to philosophy and cultural studies, it misleads politicians, and it
misguides scholars, yet it does not disappear.
Why is it so? Clemens Heni’s timely and important book will help us throw more
light on antisemitism – this specific phenomenon, as the author would have it.”
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